
AWAITING CLEARANCE

Mahdzir may
be charged
over solar panel
project next year
PUTRAJAYA: Former education
minister Datuk Seri Mahdzir
Khalid is expected tobehauled to
court next year to face charges
related to the scandal involving a
hybrid solar panel project for ru-
ral schools in Sarawak.
It is learnt that the Malaysian

Anti-Corruption Commission
(MACC) is awaiting clearance to
charge Mahdzir, who is Padang
Terapmember of parliament.
“He is expected to be charged

next year,” a source told the New
Straits Times Press yesterday.
Mahdzir, who is Umno vice-

president, was called up again to
the MACC headquarters here
yesterday for another round of
questioning. Mahdzir arrived at
9.15am and left at noon.
H e w a s

grilled for
eight hours
by MACC
over the hy-
brid solar
panel pro-
j e c t o n
Thursday.
H e w a s

alleged to
h a v e s o-
licited and
r e c e i v e d
millions of
ringgit as
part of the RM1.25 billion con-
tract for the project to install so-
lar photovoltaic panels, and the
operation and maintenance of
diesel generators in schools in ru-
ral Sarawak, which were secured
via direct negotiation with the
EducationMinistry.
The case for both offences of

soliciting and receiving kick-
backs is being investigated under
Section 16(a)(A) of theMACCAct
2009, which carries a jail term of
up to 20 years and a fine of not
less than five times the value of
the bribe, upon conviction.
Apart from Mahdzir, other in-

dividuals were expected to be
charged for allegedly soliciting
kickback from Jepak Holdings
Sdn Bhd managing director Saidi
Abang Samsudin.
On Nov 15, Datin Seri Rosmah

Mansor, the wife of former prime
minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak,
was charged with two counts of
soliciting RM187.5 million and re-
ceivingRM1.5million for the solar
panel project.
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